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Member Antoine Ghanem of Lebanon, who
was assassinated on September 19.

Statement on Senator Pete V. Domenici’s Decision Not To Seek

Reelection
October 4, 2007

For over three decades, the citizens of
New Mexico have turned to Pete Domenici
for leadership on issues that matter to their
families, their communities, and their coun-
try. He earned the respect and trust of
his constituents, which is why they elected
him to serve in the United States Senate
longer than any other New Mexican in his-
tory.

A proud son of Italian immigrants, Pete
has devoted much of his life to serving
the State and the country that he loves.
In Washington, he has won the respect of
his peers as a skilled and determined legis-
lator. He championed clean nuclear power
and helped secure the passage of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005, the first national
energy plan in more than a decade. As

chairman of the Senate Budget Committee,
he was a leader in efforts to lower taxes,
balance the budget, and reduce Washington
spending. And he has been a tireless advo-
cate for our men and women in uniform.
Senator Domenici has helped improve the
lives of millions of Americans and made
our country safer.

Pete is a man of intellect and compas-
sion. I have valued his counsel and friend-
ship, and I look forward to working with
him as he serves out the remainder of his
term.

Laura and I are grateful for Pete’s serv-
ice to our Nation. As he nears retirement,
we pray for his health and well-being, and
we send Pete, his wife, Nancy, and their
family our best wishes.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Mortgage Forgiveness

Debt Relief Legislation
October 4, 2007

In August, I proposed a comprehensive
plan to help homeowners avoid foreclosures
and stay in their homes. As part of this
plan, I pledged to work with Congress in
a bipartisan way to temporarily reform a
provision of the Federal Tax Code to make
it easier for homeowners to refinance their
mortgages during this time of market stress.
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Today a bipartisan majority of the House
of Representatives passed legislation to help
people stay in their homes and move this
process forward. T applaud the House’s ef-
forts. I urge the Senate to swiftly consider
this legislation and make it temporary.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3648.
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